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posers are often obliged to submit to. The publication
of works, either ancient or modern, opens a third fair
field for ambition. The only gentleman who attempts
anything in that way is in very bad heajth; nor can I,
at any rate, compliment, either the accuracy or the execu-
tion of his press. I believe it is well understood that
with equal attention an Edinburgh press would have su-
perior advantages even to those of the metropolis; and
though I would not advise launching into that line at
once, yet it would be easy to feel your way by occupying
your press in this manner on vacant days only.

It appears to me that such a plan, judiciously adopted
and diligently pursued, opens a fair road to an ample
fortune. In the mean while, the Kelso Mail might be
so arranged as to be still a source of some advantage to
you; and I dare say, if wanted, pecuniary assistance might
be procured to assist you at the outset, either upon terms
of a share or otherwise; but I refer you for particulars
to Joseph, in whose room I am now assuming the pen,
for reasons too distressing to be declared, but at which
you will readily guess. I hope, at all events, you will
impute my interference to anything rather than an imper-
tinent intermeddling with your concerns on the part of,
Dear Sir, your obedient servant,

WALTEK SCOTT.

The Joseph Gillon here named was a solicitor of some
eminence; a man of strong abilities and genuine wit and
humor, for whom Scott, as well as Ballantyne, had a warm
regard.1 The intemperate habits alluded to at the close
of Scott's letter gradually undermined his business, his
health, and his character; and he was glad, on leaving
Edinburgh, which became quite necessary some years
afterwards, to obtain a humble situation about the House

1 Calling1 on Mm one day in Ms writing-office, Scott said, ct Why, Jo-
seph, this place is as hot as an oven." " Well," quoth Gillon, " and is n't
it here that I make my bread ? "nsure your employers against
